
Fine Jewellery crafted by 
3000 years of Golden Tradition

CY P R U S



2  |  INTERNATIONAL JEWELLERY SPECIAL W INTERNATIONAL JEWELLERY SPECIAL W

A
n invitation to the 
Goldsmith magazine 
to review jewellery 
making in Cyprus was 

an opportunity  far too good to 
miss, so Gordon Hamme visited 
the Mediterranean island to find 
out more. Cyprus sits at the 
confluence of eastern and western 
art, design and culture giving 
its jewellery designers a unique 
perspective and inspiration.

Je w e l l e r y 
making in Cyprus 
dates back nearly 3000 
years with a proud tradition of fine 
craftsmanship and story telling through iconic 
symbolism and strong designs portraying 
myth, legend and nature. In the late Bronze 
Age Cyprus really flourished and there 
was a significant influx of precious metals, 
semi-precious stones and the techniques of 
metalwork, filigree, granulation, niello and 
enamelling which advanced rapidly reaching 
a high level of sophistication which experts 
admire even today. 

Examples of this work can be seen at the 
Cyprus Museum and in most of the largest 

museums of the world. Many fine pieces were found in 
Engomi and near Salamis, these being rings, bracelets, gold 
bowls and earrings.

The Cyprus jewellery industry is well set to take advantage 
of its position to export worldwide. The designs catch 
the mood of the modern buyer who wants a mixture of 
traditional jewellery with a contemporary twist. The group 
of jewellers featured have a high level of craftsmanship 
and all the support necessary to achieve exports in one 
of the world’s most competitive markets.  The companies 
have invested in state-of-the-art machinery combined with 
large portfolios of master patterns and designs making them 
world-class competitors. The designers Gordon Hamme met 
benefit from a cosmopolitan outlook and openness to adapt 
and refine designs for the international market.

The Cyprus Assay Office adds a further competitive exporting 
edge for Cypriot jewellers who get their work hallmarked 
locally thus complying with all European hallmarking 
legislation and with the highest standards of international 
jewellery manufacture. 

Cypriot jewellers not only embrace the past but have also 
absorbed the trends of contemporary jewellery. This has 
placed them in an excellent position to export their fine 
jewellery throughout the world.



INTERNATIONAL JEWELLERY SPECIAL W INTERNATIONAL JEWELLERY SPECIAL W

www.ioannou-jewels.com.cy             

Nikos Ioannou
Jewellers Ltd

N
ikos Ioannou, a retailer and exporter, 
has studied the styles and designs 
of Cypriot Archaic art which he 
beautifully incorporates into his 

jewellery making. He exports reproduction 
jewellery, gold and silverware to the USA, 
France, Germany and the UK. With five retail 
outlets across Cyprus he is one of the most 
successful jewellery and silver makers but does 
not stop at merely reproductions. He designs 
and makes the most up-to-date jewellery and 
other objects in silver and gold too that would 
not be out of place in any quality international 
jewellery boutique or gallery.

More recently Nikos joined forces with his son 
Yiannos, a graduate of the Central St Martins 
School of Art in London, forming a partnership 
in which the two have now become trendsetters 
in many jewellery styles. Abroad they have 
become well known distributing their fine 
jewellery through agents, mainly in the US, and 
exporting to many satisfied customers around 
the globe.

The company’s specially 
produced jewellery is made 
in his workshop in Nicosia 
where the highly qualified 
craftsmen with decades of 
experience work effortlessly 
using silver and gold to hand 
form the unique pieces. 
Besides the “Archaic” line 
they also design and produce 
the “Princess Line” which 
is based on precious metals, 
diamonds and semi-precious 
stones.  Alongside these styles they have 
also introduced the “Contemporary Line” which 
incorporates heavier more traditional 
and expensive high-end pieces.   

Nikos Ioannou Jewellery have exhibited at  the 
Jacob Javits Summer Jewellery Show in New 
York for about 10 years with great success …
With almost 5000 exhibitors they managed to 
stand out from the crowd , and even had the 
some exhibitors in person coming and buying 
for themselves. They have also attended the 
Las Vegas Show and Inhorhenta in Munich and 
hope to exhibit in the UK and France in the near 
future.
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Katia’s K.

“Katia is a sculptor who uses gold 
like Henry Moore uses stone”, 

Glyn Hughes 
a leading Cyprus art critic.

Treasures
Designer

Jewellery Ltd
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www.katiastreasures.com  

K
atia Kourtellidou has been 
greatly influenced by her time 
in the UK where she studied 
under Jacqueline Mina at the 

De Montfort University of Leicester, 
receiving a BA Honours in 3D Design 
in Silversmithing and Jewellery. Katia 
has designed and exhibited more than 
20 collections and is considered by her 
peers as one of the most innovative 
jewellery designer in Cyprus today.

In 1988 she represented Cyprus at the 
Biennale for New Artists in Italy. Katia’s 
jewellery mirrors the human form, asks 
to be worn and asks to be touched. 
The artist seems to have a connection 
with sensual shapes, forms and surface 
textures. Each piece is completely 
handcrafted. Her designs are original 
and often one of a kind micro sculptures. 
After the creative inspiration leads her 
to a particular design, she spends hours 
with paper maquettes, or models. Her 
raw materials are of the highest quality 
with the craftsmanship as very much 
her strong point.

“I use metal as a tool, through which 
my personality reaches and touches 
my soul. Jewellery for me is a form 
of celebration of life. Celebration of 
whatever life brings. Lessons with or 
without pain, joy, freedom. Freedom 
of choice. The choice of gold, mostly 
yellow gold is no accident for me. It 
holds the highest vibration of love and 
inner strength.”

Katia has exhibited at Intorgenta in 
Munich, JA jewellery Exhibition (New 
York), Midland Group Gallery, Cecilla 
Coleman Gallery, St.Martins Gallery and 
Gallery Ashby de la Zouch in the UK 
and exports to the UK, USA, Germany, 
Greece, Dubai.
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Polytimo
Ergastiri Ltd
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www.polytimo.com                                                                   

N
ikitas & Georgios Pitsillides run 
Polytimo Ergastiri or The Precious 
Workshop. The father and son 
work together creating unique 

masterpieces of contemporary jewellery and 
ecclesiastical silverware. Nikitas has been 
a jeweller and silversmith for over 30 years 
working in every metal and medium to create 
work as diverse as precision medals to large 
sculptural pieces for public works. He is 
considered to be one of the best craftsmen 
on the island of Cyprus. 

Georgios is a graduate of London 
Guildhall University in jewellery, 
silversmithing and allied crafts 
with an MA in design creating 
contemporary and sculptural 
silverware. He was featured whilst 
still a student in London by the 
Metal Gallery as a rising star of the 
silversmithing world. The silversmithing 
workshop combines traditional hand 
skills methods with modern techniques and 
materials. The craftsmen  work from sheet metal 
and castings then combining CNC (Computer 
Numerical Control) machining precision 
with hand-raising, planishing, engraving and 
chasing all in the one workshop.

They export to Ireland, Greece, 
Italy, Spain and Portugal and have 
exhibited at Inhorgenta in Munich 
and several venues in London 
and the UK including Goldsmiths 
Hall, The Metal Gallery , Fractal 
Contemporary Gallery and the Aqua 
Studio. They will be exhibiting at 
the next Islington Contemporary 
Art & Design Fair and Silver Week 
2009.
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P.A. Krama
Design 

Collections Ltd
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skeviafa@cytanet.com.cy               

S
kevi Afantiti has been designing 
contemporary jewellery since 1991 
at her workshop “Krama” Design 
Collections, Nicosia. Through 

international exhibitions, such as Inhorgenta 
(Munich) , Macef (Milano) and Biennale 
of Young Artists (Lisbon). Skevi has  been 
successfully exporting to Ireland, Greece, 
Italy, Spain and Portugal.

Trained at the Scuola Orafa Romana (Rome) 
and the Instituto Europeo Di Design (Rome), 
Skevi explained, “I don’t approach my 
jewellery designs as lifeless, decorative 
objects, but as a work that rests on the 
body, taking on its own individual character 
through movement, line and form. 

This concept has influenced, and at times  
determined, my personal style and the 
evolution of my work. 

Working with silver and gold, two soft 
metals that allow movement between 
light and darkness and depth, I have 
focused on emphasizing the surface and 
line defined by the material itself, without 
any further intervention. 

Although my first themed collections had 
more of a decorative, two-dimensional 
character, through time a paring down 
of detail steered me towards a more 
linear, three-dimensional design. Forms 
are now simplified, emerging into a new 
minimalism, opening out, wrapping 
round and extending across the body, to 
the extent that they must be worn to be 
fully revealed.”
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Maria Kotsoni
Designer 

Jeweller Ltd
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www.mariakotsoni.com   

S
tudying in London she attained 
her BA Hons Degree in 3D Design 
Jewellery in 1991, at Central St. 
Martins College of Art & Design. On 

returning to Cyprus that same year she was 
commissioned to design and make a Bishops 
Mitre in silver and semi-precious stones. 
Further commissions followed, including 
the mayor’s chain and honorary medals in 
silver for the Paphos municipality. Maria 
developed her business in Paphos, where 
she worked mainly to commission and with 
further exhibitions in Nicosia.

In 1995 she moved to Greece, where she 
began working as a designer for jewellers 
in Athens. In 1998 she started designing her 
own range of jewellery in 18ct gold under 
the title “Circles”, launching this as her first 
collection in Nicosia in 1999. From 2003, 
Maria continued to update her collection 
while exhibiting in art galleries and other 
outlets in Cyprus, Athens and New York. 
In 2004 she returned to Cyprus, where she 
settled in Nicosia and opened the Maria 
Kotsoni Designer Jeweller workshop-
showroom in the Old Town.

Maria has participated at Biennale of Young 
Artist (Lisbon) and currently has two of her 
creations showing in the Benaki Museum 
in Athens, Greece. She exports to the USA 
and hopes to exhibit at Inhorgenta Fair in 
Munich 2009.

Her designs act as a focal point of events. 
“All artists are sensitive to the world and 
the situations of our time, which we express 
through our work, without really thinking 
about it.” In 1991 Maria was British Platinum 
Award Finalist and Bank of Cyprus Award 
Winner for the design of a silver £1 coin on 
F.A.O. 50th Anniversary.
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MC Jewellery Ltd
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www.mcjewellery.com                                       

S
ince 1969 Michael Christofi has built up 
M.C.Jewellery into one of the largest jewellery 
manufacturer in Cyprus through investment in 
the latest Italian machinery and modern patterns 

in castings and stampings. “We know where we can and 
can’t compete in the modern jewellery world,” says 
Michael. “Our strength is to offer a flexible, high quality, 
service tailored to the individual needs of our customers”. 
Exhibiting at international trade shows ensures that the 
company exports as far afield as the USA, Greece, France, 
UK, Slovakia and Hungary.

The company has concentrated on diamond and gemset 
jewellery based on international designs which sell all 
over the world. The factory is impressive, designed along 
Italian factory production techniques with manufacture 
starting from raw grain made into sheet for stampings, 
and wire for jewellery and chain making as well as in-
house alloying for casting any carat gold in any of the 
popular colours. 

The diamond-milling workshop creates patterns 
for modern wedding bands and jewellery. M.C. 
Jewellery has in-house master-pattern makers 
as well as a setting workshop on-site. The 
company can accept any precious metal sent 
to them from the UK and charge only for the 
manufacturing. “We are happy to manufacture 
a one-off special order, design and make 
new jewellery patterns through to the most 
competitive mass production pieces from our 
huge patterns library,” says Michael.

They have exhibited at the JCK Show (Las Vegas), 
IJL (London) , Jewellery and Watches Exhibition 
(Hong Kong), Jacob Javits Center Show (New 
York), Sima Expo (Budapest),  International 
Exhibition of Watches and Jewels Incheba 
(Bratislava) and Incheba Praha (Prague). 


